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Honor Roll –  

On Wednesday 11/30, our sixth, seventh 

and eighth graders were recognized for 

their hard work during the first trimester 

with our Honor Roll Awards.  New this 

year, we adjusted our honor roll to 

highlight, our students that are at the top 

of their academic game.  St. James’ 

Scholars, High Honors and Honors are 

the three levels of achievement.  We are 

very proud of our students that work 

hard to achieve academic success.   
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ADVENT – The first weekend of Advent was November 27th.  This is a 

special time in the Church.  The weeks leading up to Christmas are about 

getting ready to encounter Jesus at Christmas.  It is a time of waiting.  During 

the busyness of the holiday season, it is easy to get distracted with the 

shopping, decorations, parties and to-do lists.  Advent is a time for us to take 

a step back, slow down and focus on what’s really important in life – our 

faith.  An Advent tradition is the Advent wreath.  The wreath holds four 

candles that symbolize Jesus’ coming as the light in the darkness.  There are 

three purple candles and one pink candle. Each candle represents an aspect 

of preparation during the season of Advent. 

Week 1 - Candle of Hope: Within the Catholic Church it symbolizes 

penance, preparation, and sacrifice.  We are looking forward to Jesus’ 

coming with hope 

Week 2 – Candle of Peace: During the second week, we reflect on our lives 

and work on becoming better versions of ourselves in preparation for Jesus 

Week 3 – Candle of Joy: This candle symbolizes anticipation and rejoicing.  

We are filled with joy for the near arrival of Jesus on Christmas Day. 

Week 4 – Candle of Love: During this last week we rejoice in the endless 

love that God has for us: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.” – John 3:16-17 

When you attend Mass during Advent, you can witness the lighting of the candles. 

 

 

School Board –  

On November 2nd, Members of the School Board 
attended the Diocese of Joliet’s Partners in Education 
Meeting at the Blanchette Center.  This meeting was an 
opportunity to listen to presenters and get ideas on how 
to strengthen our school board and our school.  Thank 
you to the members for attending! 

St. James the Apostle Catholic School November Highlights 

Looking Ahead… 

12/3 – First Holy Reconciliation 2nd Grade 

12/4 – Winter Band Concert 3pm @ St. Pet’s 

12/19 – Christmas Performance 6:30 

12/20 – ½ Day – Begin Christmas Break 

All Saint’s Day –  

On November 1st, our sixth grade 

students dazzled us with their knowledge 

of some of our saints.  The 6th graders 

even dressed up as their saint.  The 

students visited each classroom and 

shared with the others the importance of 

their saint.  This was a great prayer 

service which highlighted the significance 

the role saints play in our lives.   

50th Anniversary Gala and Auction – Thank you for attending our 

wonderful event earlier in the month.  The generosity of our families, friends, 

alumni and parishioners is humbling.  The night was filled with great 

moments, laughter, fun and memories.  Once the committee has closed the 

accounts, final numbers will be shared among the community.     

Please join us for our weekly school masses 

on Wednesday at 8am. 

 


